Tuberculosis in the hospice--a cause for concern?
Open pulmonary tuberculosis has been increasingly seen in HIV-infected patients in this hospice. Multidrug-resistant tuberculosis is a new and serious threat and two cases have occurred in our hospice in the past two years. This infection poses a health risk to staff, patients, relatives and volunteers. Palliative care teams in the hospice and community must have an index of suspicion for this infection, take active measures to ensure patient compliance with tuberculosis treatment and be prepared to implement infection control guidelines when needed.